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Chairman Cochran 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
S-128 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
cc: Appropriations Committee Members 
      Senate Committee on Indian Affairs Members 
  
July 5, 2005 
 
Dear Chairman Cochran: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the National Congress of American Indians, the 
nation’s largest and oldest organization of tribal governments, to express our 
concern about funding levels for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB), and to urge you to fully fund the CPB. Many Native radio stations rely 
on CPB funding for large percentages of their operating budgets.  Native radio 
stations will be among the stations hardest hit by any cuts to CPB funding.  
NCAI Resolution WAS-04-003, adopted in 2004, recognizes the importance of 
Native radio and endorses continued funding for the Native radio system 
through the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.    
 
The Native Public Radio system is comprised of 33 Native-owned public radio 
stations across the country.   Native stations are essential institutions in their 
communities and serve a critical role in providing news and information about 
tribal governance, health, public safety, and community events.  It is often the 
only place on a reservation where people can hear programming for and by 
people of Native communities. Native radio is also central to Native language 
and cultural preservation.   
 
We strongly urge the Committee to preserve this vital resource for our 
communities by fully funding the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  Thank 
you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me or NCAI staff 
member Virginia Davis, at 202-466-7767, if you have any additional questions. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Tex G. Hall 
President, National Congress of American Indians 


